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THE WORKSHOP ADDRESSES THE PO RIVER
CASE STUDY FOCUSING ON TWO MAIN THEMES:

WATER as an element and factor that builds territorial 
forms and natural ecosystems. Nowadays climate 
change and environmental crisis are producing extreme 
phenomena, from water scarcity to devastating floods, 
increasing risk situations and the dramatic loss of 
ecological, economic, social and cultural values.
ENERGY as the integration of places, infrastructures and 
forms of land use capable of generating productive 
landscapes.
Along the Po River, the energy landscape traditionally 
organized around hydroelectric plants and the Caorso 
nuclear power plant (in an advanced stage of 
decommissioning) is now the subject of numerous 
research aimed at increasing its ecological and 
environmental compatibility, generating new values and 
functions within the complex system of ecosystem 
services.
In this perspective, the Po – with its complex system of 
surface and underground waters – becomes, together 
with the territories it crosses, an exemplary case study 
and an extraordinary opportunity for the application and 
experimentation of the most recent water-sensitive 
design strategies.
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